prostitution has not only reappeared on the mainland, it also constitutes a widespread and growing problem. In fact, it is now considered that the introduction of new laws and regulatory measures has failed to curb the prostitution business, especially its proliferation throughout China's new and burgeoning hospitality and service industry (Jeffreys 2004, 96-102) .
The story of Tang Shengli thus bears recounting because it is the first widely publicized case in economic-reform China of a woman who was prepared to risk her life rather than be forced into selling sexual services in a nightclub. In keeping with the labour mobility demanded by market-based reforms,' on 23 November 1997 Tang Shengli, the 24-year-old daughter of a poor coalminer from Wangcang County in Sichuan Province, and her friend, Jiang Hongmei, traveled approximately 300 km from their native homes to a labour market in Chengdu City to look for work ('Lienii Tang Shengli Chengdu xinhun ' 2004) .3 The two women were approached by what appeared to be a married couple with two teenage girls, who offered them employment as waitresses in a restaurant for 300 yuan per month, plus accommodation and food. The presence of the teenagers, combined with the fact that the proposed salary was around three times more than they might expect to receive from working closer to home, persuaded Tang and Jiang that it was both safe and appropriate to accept employment with Hu Shuiyuan, a man in his 40s. However, upon their arrival at the Tianya nightclub in Meishan County, approximately 150 km from Chengdu, they discovered that they were expected to work as hostesses. The two women refused but were kept under close personal surveillance, forced to watch pornographic videos as an instruction for prostitutional sex," and obliged to accompany male patrons of the venue, all of whom expressed no interest in them, 2 During the Maoist period , and for some time after, Chinese citizens were geographically fixed to their place of abode in order to suit the requirements of centralized planning, hence labour mobility is a new feature of the post-I97S or economic reform period. For a discussion of the impact of this mobility on rural Chinese women, see Gaetano and Jacka (ecs), 2004. 3 Labour markets are gathering places for employers and their agents and people who are looking for work. Employers often want skilled or semi-skilled labour, whereas a significant number of people who attend such markets are looking for unskilled work in the hospitality and service industry, for example, as domestic maids, factory workers, garbage collectors and construction workers. Despite efforts to regulate China's labour markets, both unskilled migrant workers and 'unregistered' agents and employers continue to use these.markets as an informal meeting place, primarily by avoiding official registration fees and checks and simply moving around the busy venues to look for potential workers and employers (Sun Guangxun 2005). preferring the company of other women in the nightclub. After two days of being afraid and confined in this fashion, Tang attempted to escape by leaping from a window on their first-floor sleeping quarters.i with the result that she became paralyzed from the waist down. Jiang reportedly intended to jump after Tang but desisted when she saw that her friend had sustained serious injuries ('Lienti Tang Shengli Chengdu xinhun Tan 1998) .
Following local media coverage, Tang Shengli's story became national news on 27
December 1997 when the All China Women's Federation (ACWF) published an article entitled 'The 'Tang Shengli Incident' shocks Chengdu', in its media flagship, the China Women's News (Zhongguo funii bao), a weekly paper with a circulation of 110,000 copies. The ACWF was founded by the CCP in 1949 and is charged with the task of representing and safeguarding women's rights and interests and promoting equality between women and men. Although the feminist credentials of the ACWF are often disputed, due to its historic and continued role in promoting the goals of the Chinese party-state, it remains the largest and most influential organization working for the protection and promotion of women's rights in the PRC, acquiring consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council in 1995 (Hsiung et al. 200 1) . The editorial staff at the China Women's News turned Tang Shengli into a national heroine by making her the focus of a small-scale media campaign designed to attack the resurgent phenomenon of prostitution (especially its rapid expansion in the form of the provision of hostess services throughout China's hospitality and service industry), and thereby gamer public support for the official policy of banning it (Wu   2003) .
Organizing, inducing, introducing, facilitating, or forcing, another person to engage in prostitution is a criminal offence in China, punishable by up to five or up to 10 years imprisonment with the possible addition ofa fine, according to the PRC's first criminal code, promulgated on 1 January 1980, and the revised 1997 Criminal Code of the People's Republic of China (see Articles 358-9, 1998) . Although first-party participation in the prostitution transaction is not criminalized, it is banned on the 5 Here, I am using the Australian and British practice of counting the number of floors in a multi-storey building by commencing with the ground floor, followed by the first floor, second floor, and so on. In China, as in the USA, the ground floor is described as the first floor. Hence in Chinese-language accounts, Tang Shengli jumped from a second-storey window. Zhonghua renmin gongheguo hunyin fa, Zhonghua renmin gongheguo funi.i quanyi baozhang fa 1994). These laws ban engagement in and facilitation of the prostitution transaction as a social harm and a violation of the rights of 'woman-as-person', punishable by a maximum of 15 days detention for investigation and the possible addition of a fine; and, in more serious cases, by between six months and two years detention for reform through education and/or labour with the possible addition of a fine, according to stipulations outlined in the former Chinese system of administrative sanctions.
The Chinese system of administrative sanctions came into being during the Maoist period , when the legal system fell into disrepute as a tool of class-based oppression. Following the promulgation of the PRC's first criminal code in 1980, it was used, and not without criticism, alongside the formal legal system to police the activities of those who were deemed to have committed social offences, but whose criminal liability was not deemed sufficient to bring them before the courts (Starr 2001: 204-19) . This meant that the vast majority of prostitution-related offences-i.e., the processes of investigating, determining guilt, and suitably penalizing, the activities of sellers and buyers of sex-were handled by China's public security agencies, with only serious cases, such as those relating to the organization of prostitution, forced prostitution, and trafficking in women and children, being handled through the courts and criminal justice system. The PRe's new Security Administration Punishment Law of 1 March 2006 continues to ban first-party engagement in the prostitution transaction as a social harm, but it significantly reduces previous penalties. It states that offenders may be punished by a maximum of five days administrative detention or a fine of 500 yuan; and, in more serious cases, by 10 to 15 days administrative detention with the possible addition of a fine up to 5,000 yuan (Quanguo renda changwu weiyuanhui 2005) . Hence, the emerging body of Chinese prostitution law can be technically described as abolitionist not prohibitionist in that it criminalizes third-party involvement in the running of prostitution businesses, rather than firstparty participation in the prostitution transaction (Jeffreys 2004: 138-49 Shengli, many had arrived to discover that they had been deceived about the nature of the work they were expected to perform. Their recruiters had then used a variety of means to prevent the women from leaving, such as threats, beatings, rape, and forcing them to sign promissory notes akin to debt-bondage to cover the costs of their travel and accommodation, i.e., debts that could only be paid off by their engagement in prostitution. Additionally, their recruiters had not only withheld the women's personal identity cards, thereby depriving them of the ability to leave and gain a legitimate livelihood elsewhere in China," but also ensured that their victims would be reluctant to seek help by playing on their physical dislocation, lack of finances and social connections, and the shame that would follow from public knowledge of their situation (Wu 2003) . Thus, while occurring within China's domestic borders, the situation of these women conforms to international definitions of the crime of trafficking in persons for the purposes of sexual exploitation.'
6 In China, internal migrants who lack identity cards and proper documentation, stable residence, or secure employment, can find themselves the focus of police attention and may even be detained for police investigation. For a discussion of this issue see Gaetano and Jacka eds, 2004: 14-20 . constituted a social harm, hostessing simply referred to the provision of (voluntary) dancing and singing companions, in venues that are predominantly patronized by private businessmen and male government officials, due to the high consumption costs involved. Proponents of this view further insisted that they were obliged by the PRC's taxation laws to levy individual income tax on citizens who met the tax threshold criteria; but they were not required to determine whether that income was legally generated (Wang Fengbin 1998) . As far as the ACWF and China's public security agencies were concerned, these actions complicated the already difficult task of policing the 'grey area' between the provision of hostess services and prostitution, because it granted a quasi-legal status to the activities of hostesses by treating them as equivalent to any other citizen-as-worker.
In consequence, the ACWF submitted a report to China's main legislative body, the National People's Congress, requesting stricter controls over commercial recreational enterprises and clarification of the duties of all relevant departments with regard to the control of prostitution businesses (Jeffreys 2004,145-7) . Although ACWF representatives originally maintained that this proposed initiative would not directly affect women who merely accompanied male patrons of recreational venues, they also insisted that stricter controls were necessary to deter the provision of sex-related hostess services by leading to a renewed crackdown on prostitution ('Women's lobby tackles bar sex' 1999). The ACWF's request was supported by similar requests from China's public security agencies, on the grounds that the indeterminate nature of hostess services, combined with the emergence of new kinds of commercial sexual practices, had made the task of policing prostitution virtually impossible. In fact, as far as China's public security agencies were concerned, the quasi-acceptance of hostess services abetted prostitution by encouraging the practice of' accompanying first and engaging in prostitution later', a practice that simultaneously evaded official prostitution controls, whilst financially benefiting the owners of recreational business enterprises (Jeffreys 2004, 147) . But the fact that more than 30 Chinese women have followed Tang Shengli's example has generated criticisms of the media strategy of reifying such women as modern-day chastity martyrs-cum-heroines. A major complaint is that this focus inadvertently reinstates the traditional cultural value on female virginity in China, and the ensuing stress on monogamous, heterosexual marriage, by implying that chastity is more Liu later stated that she had returned to Haikou because she did not want to destroy her personal reputation and shame her parents (Zhao 2000) . This revelation underscores the high value that continues to be placed on pre-marital female chastity in China, particularly in rural regions, even though that value is increasingly at odds with actual social practice. presented themselves at the local police station to give evidence that they had been tricked and then forced into prostitution, Tang eventually was sentenced to five years jail for the crime of luring, accommodating and introducing others into prostitution (Deng Xiaobo 2000a , 2000b ). An additional five people were charged as Tang's accomplices: but, only three were arrested, with two people absconding, including the man named Chen who was charged with rape (Deng Xiaobo 2000a , 2000b . Hence, while some commentators expressed satisfaction with the lenient sentence meted to Liu, they also expressed dissatisfaction over the fact that Tang Xi' er was not sentenced according to the more serious criminal charges of trafficking in women for the purposes of forced prostitution (Xiao 2000) .
Although the involvement of the ACWF ensured that Liu Yanhua's conviction for attempted murder was quashed, her story continued to attract media publicity with Tang Xi'er to work in Haikou, but this demonstrably was not the case when she first attempted to leave prostitution by returning to her native home. Moreover, even though Liu's eventual return to Haikou was achieved through threats of public shaming, the fact that Liu had been able to return to her native village in the first place, and had money to offer other women in the form of a loan, suggests that she had some freedom of movement and some degree of financial autonomy. In defending Liu Yanhua, therefore, the ACWF was far from promoting a Tang 
